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ÅUnderstand Maintenance of Effort (MOE) 

Regulatory Guidance

ÅUnderstand the MOE Calculation

ÅObtain a Working Understanding of the 

MOE Eligibility Worksheet

ÅUnderstand Exceptions and Adjustments

ÅKnow Where To Find MOE Resources

Learning Targets
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34 CFR §300.202 Use of amounts explains 
the appropriate use of IDEA, Part B funds 
for students with disabilities. 
It states:
(a) General. Amounts provided to the LEA 
under Part B of the Actτ

(1) Must be expended in accordance 
with the applicable provisions of this 
part;
(2) Must be used only to pay the 
excess costs of providing special 
education and related services to 
children with disabilities, consistent 
with paragraph (b) of this section; and
(3) Must be used to supplementState, 
local, and other Federal funds and not 
to supplant those funds.

Federal 
Requirement 

to 
Supplement, 
Not Supplant
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Federal Requirement to 
Supplement, Not Supplant
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IDEA MOE Overview

ÅLEAs must use/expend (using state and 
local funds) at least as much as they did in 
the comparison year on the education of 
children with disabilities.

ÅTwo standards:
ÅEligibility: Must budget and project at 

least as much as expended in the 
comparison year. 

ÅCompliance: Must actually expend at 
least as much as they expended in 
previous comparison year

5
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Show What You Know!

Please type your response in the chat.

True or False?

There are two standards for Maintenance of 

Effort. The Eligibility standard and Compliance 

standard.
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LEA must intentionally 

BUDGET appropriate 

state and local 

expenditures and follow 

through with planned 

expenditure amounts to 

Maintain Effort.

Meeting the Eligibility Standard
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The 
Methods of 

MOE 
Calculation

An LEA must maintain state and local 
expenditures for students with 
disabilities in one of four ways:

Ålocal funds only;

Åthe combination of State and 
local funds;

Ålocal funds only on a per 
capita basis; or 

Åthe combination of State and 
local funds on a per capita 
basis.
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Viewed through 3-Year 
Lens
ÅRequired effort Last 

Year Met
ÅThis is the comparison 

year. 
ÅThese amounts were 

recorded the last time 
the Compliance 
Standard was 
assessed.
ÅFrom finalized totals 

reported on DE046
ÅThese are in the MOE 

Portal

Meeting the Eligibility Standard
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2022 MOE Eligibility Worksheet
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Viewed through 3-
Year Lens

ÅReported effort One Year 
Ago
ÅEffort for this year is 

compared to the 
comparison year required 
effort amount. 

ÅThese amounts are 
reported on the MOE 
Worksheet by the LEA 
after fiscal year closeout, 
but before DE046 totals 
are finalized.

Meeting the Eligibility Standard
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2022 MOE Eligibility Worksheet
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Viewed through 3-Year 
Lens

Current Year Projected Effort

ÅEffort for this year is 
compared to the effort 
reported for one year ago. 

ÅThese amounts are projected 
by the LEA as a 
demonstration of the plan to 
maintain effort by budgeting 
as much or more funds as 
was spent one year ago.

Meeting the Eligibility Standard
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2022 MOE Eligibility Worksheet
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Remember: 

1) When completing the eligibility worksheet, the 

LEA must project meeting in at least one method 

each year.

2) If the LEA does not project meeting in one 

method in each year, the LEA must take Early 

Exceptions.
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Calculating 
Expenditures

16
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Calculations 
Page

ÅDo not alter any part of the 
calculations page

ÅUse only the program codes 
included on the calculations page

ÅProgram Code 9999 is not included 
in the calculation

ÅComplete both the prior year and 
current year columns

ÅBe sure to get enrollment count 
information

ÅMake sure all information transfers 
to eligibility worksheet

Helpful Tips
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Show What You Know!

Please type your response in the chat.

How many methods are there for Maintenance 
of Effort?

Four methods

State and Local

State and Local per Pupil

Local 

Local per pupil
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Show What You Know!

Please type your response in the chat.

In how many methods must an LEA meet in in 

order to meet the MOE Eligibility standard?

One method in each year
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[ŜǘΩǎ .ǊƻǿǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
Complete part of 
the MOE Eligibility 
Worksheet.
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Consolidated Application 

Log in
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Letôs Browseé

The Consolidated Application: SpEd MOE Portal

Select óHomeô

7/7/2021 22
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Letôs Browseé

The Consolidated Application: SpEd MOE Portal

7/7/2021 23

Note: Select FY2020 and use the Projected Effort for each of the four methods to 
complete the Comparison Year row of the MOE Eligibility Worksheet.

2020
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2022 MOE Eligibility Worksheet

Complete the Comparison Year Row



wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ²ƻƻŘǎΣ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ| Georgia Department of Education | 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƴƎ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ 25

Meeting the Eligibility Standard

7/7/2021 25

The Eligibility standard is 
assessed annually at the 
time of budget submission.

The Eligibility standard is 
assessed by reviewing the 
MOE Eligibility Worksheet.

The MOE Eligibility worksheet 
compares three years of 
overall expenditures and per 
pupil expenditures.

LEA must upload a 
completed

Eligibility Worksheet as an 
attachment in the 
Consolidated Application
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Meeting the Compliance Standard

26

LEAs have four options to demonstrate meeting the MOE requirement:

Local funds 
only

State and 
Local funds

Local per pupil
State and 

Local per pupil

Financial Review runs the Compliance Test  after the DE046 submission 
deadline.
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Subsequent Years Rule

7/7/2021 27

Enacted into law in the 
2014 and 2015 

Appropriations Acts.

Defines what level of effort 
an LEA must meet in order 
to maintain effort in the 

year after an MOE failure:

Level of effort that would 
have been required in the 

absence of that failure, 
ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ [9!Ωǎ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ 
level of expenditures. 



wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ²ƻƻŘǎΣ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ| Georgia Department of Education | 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƴƎ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ 28

Subsequent Years Rule Impact

7/7/2021 28

To determine required level 
of effort, must look back to 

last year in which LEA 
maintained effort

But must look back to the 
last year in which it 

maintained effort using the 
same method by which it 

is establishing compliance.
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WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?
In what year did you last meet 

in each method?

7/7/2021 29
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Example #1

FiscalYear Actual Expenditure
Required Level of 

Effort
Met MOE?

2014-2015 $100 $100 YES

2015-2016 $90 $100 NO

2016-2017 $90 $100 NO

2017-2018 $110 $100 YES

2018-2019
30

7/7/2021

$110 Yes$110



wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ²ƻƻŘǎΣ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ| Georgia Department of Education | 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƴƎ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ 31

Example #2

7/7/2021 31

Fiscal 
Year

Local 
only

Stateand 
local

Local 
only 
per 

capita

State and 
local 

per capita

Child 
count

2017 $500 $950 $50 $95 10

2018 $400 $950 $40 $95 10

2019 $500 $900 $50 $90 10



wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ²ƻƻŘǎΣ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ| Georgia Department of Education | 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƴƎ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ 32

Example #2
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Fiscal 
Year

Local 
only

Stateand 
local

Local 
only 
per 

capita

State and 
local 

per capita

Child 
count

2017 $500 $950 $50 $95 10

2018 $400 $950 $40 $95 10

2019 $500 $900 $50 $90 10
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Letôs Practice

Fill in the blanké
1) Looking at 2018, did the LEA meet MOE compliance?

Fiscal 

Year

Local Only 

Aggregate

State and 

Local 

Aggregate

Local Only 

Per Capita

State and 

Local Per 

Capita

Child 

Count

2017 $10,500 $21,000 1,050 2,100 10
2018 $10,400 $21,600 1,300 2,700 8
2019 $8,900 $21,000 890 2,200 10

Yes
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Fill in the blanké

2) In which methods did the LEA meet in 2018?

Fiscal 

Year

Local Only 

Aggregate

State and 

Local 

Aggregate

Local Only 

Per Capita

State and 

Local Per 

Capita

Child 

Count

2017 $10,500 $21,000 1,050 2,100 10
2018 $10,400 $21,600 1,300 2,700 8
2019 $8,900 $21,000 890 2,200 10
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Fiscal 

Year

Local Only 

Aggregate

State and 

Local 

Aggregate

Local Only 

Per Capita

State and 

Local Per 

Capita

Child 

Count

2017 $10,500 $21,000 1,050 2,100 10
2018 $10,400 $22,600 1,300 2,700 8
2019 $8,900 $21,000 890 2,200 10

Fill in the blanké

2) In which methods did the LEA meet in 2018?
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Fiscal 

Year

Local Only 

Aggregate

State and 

Local 

Aggregate

Local Only 

Per Capita

State and 

Local Per 

Capita

Child 

Count

2017 $10,500 $21,000 1,050 2,100 10
2018 $10,400 $22,600 1,300 2,700 8
2019 $8,900 $21,000 890 2,200 10

Fill in the blanké

2) In 2019, did the LEA meet MOE compliance?

No

X X X X
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Ensuring MOE Compliance  

ÅCollaborate with Finance director and other Key personnel

ÅReview Prior Fiscal year as baseline

ÅConsider your budget drivers

Å# of students served and the needs of students

Å# of employees

ÅContracted Labor Cost

ÅProfessional Development needs

ÅNew Initiatives ïprograms and other resources to 
support initiative

ÅKnow what is being charged to Special Education

ÅEstablish an actual to budget reporting mechanism

ÅEstablish a process for systematically reviewing 
expenditures

ÅReview coding of expenditures

7/7/202137
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Oh No, I donôt 
meet!
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I didnôt meet. 
Now what?

The LEA must 

revisit the 

following:

Exceptions

Adjustment

OR

Repay Funds 

39


